12         ORIGIN OF ASTROLOGY AND ASTRONOMY

As cited earlier under the significance of the constellatic
of Mesha the Supreme being alone existed before creatio
as is connoted by the word 'Thath'. The existen<
of the three parts of Krittika in the constellation <
Vrishbha is equivalent to the Parashakthi, forming tt
meaning of the half letter TA' in Thath' coming o
to create the universe. Coming out implies that tt
first quadrant of Krittika does not come under Vrishabh
The flow of a river commences from its source withoi
exhausting the original source, and likewise the fir
quadrant of Krittika is uns operated from the origin.
Supreme Being, and itself is in that state, while tt
remaining quadrants belong to Vrishabha. After th
Prarasakthi takes its birth in Vrishabha, it is caHe
transcendental power, as it divides itself into the thre
qualities of Sathva, -Rajas and Thamas, for purpose
of creating the world, and these give rise. to the thre
quadrants of Krittika situated in Vrishabha. This esoteri
interpretation is corroborated by the following statemer
in the Viveka Chudamani of Sri Shankaracharya.

3^nK ^n5fr T^RT ?rf^T
RT^T f^?T r^ljfc^l TO" I

^N^Nr ^f^r wrr ^H^rH^f^ SR^II

Meaning: This Supreme Power Parasakthi is knowi
as Avyaktha (unnmanifest), and it is called Avidya a:

it is .combined with Satwa, Rajas, Thamo gunas, am
it is called Anadi as it's origin cannot be traced ii
time. It is called Maya as it can be perceived bi
its work only. Such Parasakthi creates the whole universe
The nakshathreshti of yajurveda refers to Kriitika a;

follows: